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country, she would have left him then. I hear that
she has, in fact, deserted him.

On a certain day, when our hunters had gone out,
a council of women was held in our cabin. Now as
they did not think I could understand, they spoke
aloud and freely, tearing this poor Apostate to pieces.
The occasion for this was, that the day before he had
not carried anything home to his wife from a feast
to which he had been invited, and which was not an
eat-all feast. ‘‘ Oh, the glutton,”” they said, ‘‘ who
gives his wife nothing to eat! If he could only kill
something! He has no sense; he eats everything
[204]likeadog.”” There was great excitement among
the women over this subject, for, as they do not
usually go to the feasts, they would be very sorely
afflicted if their husbands lost the good habit they
have of bringing home the remains to their families.
The Renegade coming in while these women were
drawing this picture of him, they knew very well
how to put a good face on the matter, showing coun-
tenances as smiling as usual, even to such an extent
that the one who had said the worst things about
him, gave him a bit of tobacco, which was then a
great present.

On the ninth of January, a Savage, who came to
visit us, said that a man and a woman of the place
from which he had come had starved to death, and
that several others were on the verge of starvation.
The poor man fasted the day of his arrival as well as
we, for there was nothing to eat; and we had to wait
until ten o’clock of the next night, when my host
brought in two Beavers, which were a great blessing
to us.

[295] On the following day our people killed the



